
Climbing the vertical ladder

Getting their hands dirty  
with sensory play

Cultivating sporting skills

All glitz and glamour on  
the stage

A friend in need is a friend 
indeed
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‘Motivate the mind; 
the body will follow’

– Lisa Savelli

Dear Curro family
What a year it’s been! Our schools enjoyed sterling achievements across academic, 
cultural and sporting disciplines, we enjoyed the unswerving support of parents and 
siblings, Curro turned 20 years old, but we also had quiet times and sad times. We also 
celebrate the many wonderful learning experiences that have taken place across numerous 
classrooms, in very creative and innovative ways, and the importance of relationships 
across generations among teachers and learners. At Curro, we firmly believe that a great 
education involves us continuously working to improve learning for every child so that 
they embrace it for the rest of their lives.

The sculptor Michelangelo said, ‘Every block of stone has a statue inside it and it is the task 
of the sculptor to discover it.’ When asked about his inspiration for the statue of an angel, 
he said: ‘I saw the angel in the marble and carved until I set him free.’ Our task at Curro is 
to ‘see’ each child placed in our schools, and to nurture them in our unique way, so that 
they realise their full potential.

Summer is a special time for all of us and provides many happy family memories. I hope 
that you and your children enjoy many opportunities to have fun in the weeks ahead.   

We shall sadly be saying farewell to some families and balancing that with a warm welcome 
to the new families joining us. We wish you a wonderful and safe holiday and look forward 
to seeing you all in 2019. 

Kind regards

Andries Greyling 
CEO: Curro Holdings 
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Vertical surface 
Lego wall at the 
Castle

Castle 
children 
excelled

Bookworm’s birthday

Curro Castle Aurora has added a vertical surface 
Lego wall to its facilities and this has added so many 
benefits to the learning-through-play initiative. This 
form of vertical play encourages children to use bigger 
arm movements – developing their strength and 
flexibility in their arms and joints. Children use both 
hands, creating the opportunity for midline crossing 
and the practising of hand dominance. Children also 
extend their wrists, which helps with pencil grasp and 
the task performed is closer to the child’s eyes which 
develops hand-eye coordination. Another benefit is 
that children get the opportunity to become aware of 
‘up and down’ and ‘left and right’ in relation to their 
own bodies.  

Some children love to move and this Lego wall offers 
an opportunity to play while standing and moving – 
creating a sensory experience. The engagement of 
the back and core muscles by kneeling and standing 
helps to develop core strength and posture, which 
is another benefit. The most important thing is that 
children have fun! 

Two of the children from Curro 
Castle Bankenveld excelled 
in the A+Students Regional 
Championship. The regionals 
took place in Middelburg in June 
2018. This is a Mathematics-
based programme that forms part 
of the extramural activities of the 
nursery school. Elrie Geldenhuys 
was presented with the 
champions award and Pabalelo 
Marule received the champion 
of champions award.
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On Friday, 23 February, the Castle celebrated a very special friend’s birthday. The Castle’s dear old 
friend, Bennie Bookworm, came to school to spend the morning with the children. 

Bennie and the stars’ morning were full of treats, eats and lovely new stories. All the stars and the 
teachers dressed up as their favourite book character to surprise Bennie Bookworm. He was blown 
away with how amazing everyone looked and how much effort the stars had put into their costumes! 
Bennie Bookworm has asked to thank each and every star, mom and dad for the awesome new 
books he received for his birthday.  

Large arm movements 
during play.

The champion of champions, 
Pabalelo Marule.

Elrie Geldenhuys with her 
trophy and certificate.

Castle children enjoying the 
new vertical Lego wall.

Life cycle of silkworms
The Group 5s of Curro Castle Bryanston learned about 
silkworms; just in time to witness the completion of 
their life cycle. The children brought mulberry leaves 
for the silkworms and watched as they spinned their 
cocoons. The cocoons could be placed on to different 
shapes to spin patterns. After the process, the children 
demonstrated the event on paper plates in their 
own way. Each child’s expression was personal and 
individual to them. 

CURRO
CASTLE  
BRYANSTON

Bennie Bookworm

The children saw the metamorphosis 
first-hand and were amazed. 

A delicious meal of mulberry leaves.
The children watched as the silkworms 
spinned their cocoons, and asked 
many questions.

Refilwe Maphangwa with her creation.
Daniel Davidson is proud of his work.

Silkworm cocoons

Group 5 learners all dressed up for the bookworm’s birthday.

Metamorphosis  
of a silkworm.
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Axel Johnson enjoyed the water.

Head of Castle, Tanya Loynes, puts on a brave face for all her Castle 
stars as a friendly boa constrictor gives her a little squeeze!

The Curro Castle Durbanville learners pay close attention as this 
reptile park specialist tells them about snakes and how cold-blooded 
animals love the summer sun.

CURRO
CASTLE  
DURBANVILLE

CURRO
CASTLE  

ECO KIDZ

Reptiles visit the Castle 

Grade Rs visit the big school

There was so much excitement in May this year at the Castle as the much-anticipated reptile 
educational sessions took place. The children could get an up-close look at quite a few creatures 
that, up until now, they have only seen in books and photos.

Curro Castle eco kidz’s Grade R children visited Curro Mount Richmore’s Grade 1 classes to see what 
the future has in store for them in the new year. An enjoyable morning was had by all – building a few 
robotic Lego figures, singing, drawing pictures and playing outside on the ‘big’ playground. Each child 
received a snack and a little gift to remember their visit to Curro Mount Richmore. The ride back to eco 
kidz in the Curro bus was filled with noisy, excited chatter which carried on after arrival back at school.

eco kidz children enjoying time in Grade 1. From left: Erica Higuera (Grade 1) 
and Kal-El Nathaniel

Aaradhya Sharma (middle) from eco kidz 
with Orlaith Helm and Julia Towell.

From left: Quinn Bol, WJ Strydom and Abigail Lipsett from 
eco kidz with Dylan Green Zayyaan Muhammad, Ashley 
Nzuza and Ruhie Rambaran from Curro Mount Richmore

From left: Olwethu Khumalo 
and Ruby-Rose Robertson

CURRO
CASTLE  
HAZELDEAN

CURRO
CASTLE  
HERITAGE HOUSE

Grade Rs’ educational outing

Water play in Group 1

Making friends in Group 2

The Grade R children visited The Farmyard during September. They were transported by bus to the 
venue and spent the day learning more about all kinds of animals.  Each child also received an ice 
cream in the heat. It was a day full of fun. 

Motheo Motsepe is feeding a 
carrot to the donkey,  but it seems 
as if the donkey has had enough.The Bee class girls are enjoying their ice creams. 

From left: Olivia Fisher, Nicole Nothnagel, Danielle van Greunen, 
Risuna Mathebula and Kekeletso Mohlaloga

From left:  
Henco Steyn, 
Elle Roberts, 
Lieschen Raath 
and Leia Mentz

Mmm … what are these 
camels thinking? 

The Group 1 children got their feet wet and enjoyed learning through water play. 
Water play encourages the development of eye-hand coordination.

They say friends are the family you choose and the Group 2 children certainly had a blast with their new family members.

From left: Tara Coetzee 
and Zahar Hiralall

Rihanna Desai is all smiles.
From left: Layla Mattinson 
and Amene Ferdco

Vysh Laljit having fun.

Aoife Millard (front), Ntandoyenkosi 
Dlamini (middle) and Kellan Govender 
(back) playing on the slide.

7CURRO 2018 | ACADEMICS | WWW.CURRO.CO.ZA6 CURRO 2018 | ACADEMICS | WWW.CURRO.CO.ZA



Mini Bob the Builders in Group 3
The Group 3s learnt how to work with their hands and make magic.

Kingston Allers ready to 
build a Curro skyscraper.

Arya Sirputh (front), Anna Fabian (middle) 
and Olivia Naidoo (back) hard at work.

Back, from left: Robert 
Louw, Jano Jansen van 
Rensburg, Juvan Pelser, 
Otto Smith, Liam Sirells, 
Marx Jonker and Daniel 
van der Merwe
Second row, from left: 
Mia Ellis, JP Kritzinger, 
Mia Jansen van Vuuren, 
Suzette Brits, Janè 
Labuschange and Jazel  
Marais
Third row, from left: 
Jane Kruger, Aninka 
Kruger, Linè Koch, Noah 
Griesel and Megan 
Fourie 
Front: Rico Dickens

Harper Johnsen trans-
forming into a smurf.

CURRO
CASTLE  
KRUGERSDORP

Bug dress-up 
day

Inspector 
day

The Castle children 
dressed up like their 
favourite bugs, and took 
part in a parade to show 
how interesting ‘bug 
children’ can be as well. 

The Goggaliefies had so much 
fun. They dressed up like 
inspectors and went on an 
investigation. 

Connor Needham Evan de Vos

CURRO
CASTLE  
LANGEBAAN

CURRO
CASTLE  
MOUNT RICHMORE

Activity centre

Learning life skills 

Curro Castle Langebaan has created a fun-loving centre for all the children. With great teamwork 
from the parents, the school now has an awesome creative area where children can be creative and 
enjoy a fun, fantasy environment. In the fantasy room there is a lovely reading corner, sandpit, tepee 
tent, hospital station, shop and kitchen.

The children love this and it’s great having this fantasy room at school.

St John Ambulance came along to the Castle with their smart ambulance and gave a hands-on 
practical display of how to help people in an emergency. The Castle stars love to discover and learn. 
Some of them had the opportunity to do some CPR.

Let’s go shopping.

Jamie Joubert and Reese Joseph 
went camping in the tepee.

You will feel better soon.
From left: Emma Lemmer and 
Eden Naidoo in the hospital area

The activity centre includes a 
reading corner and a sandpit.

Adrian Hefer is cooking up a 
storm in the kitchen area.

Milan van Dyk is making Milah Reitz 
all better in the hospital area.

Kwandiswa Mabuza
Front, from left: Onesu Nxongo, Lila Prinsloo, 
Kallyn Swartz, Ava Wilson and Anke van Staden Taite van den Bergh learning CPR.                                  

The group listened patiently to the demonstration.
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OAKDENE

CURRO
CASTLE  

SANDOWN

CURRO
CASTLE  

SECUNDA

Outdoor classroom day every Thursday

The 
Group1s 
love 
reading

Sensory play

The outdoor classroom is part of Oakdene’s drive to continue proving young children with sensory 
experiences. It comes with much anticipation from the teacher and filters down to the children. 
Children and teachers make joint decisions to play, read stories, create and enjoy music and 
movement outdoors. This is part of a global initiative to take learning outdoors.

Group 1 teacher, Chantal Marcus, has a fond-
ness for reading and she loves to read to the 
babies. When the weather is pleasant, she 
moves them outside and this is where they 
‘read’. One might think they don’t understand 
the story, but Chantal says it is surprising how 
many reactions she gets from the babies when 
she reads the stories. Their captivated expres-
sions and giggles show much enthusiasm as the 
stories unfold. 

Sensory play is as important to a 
child’s development as learning 
to count or reciting their ABCs. 
Sensory activities facilitate ex-
ploration and naturally encour-
age children to use scientific 
processes while they play, cre-
ate, investigate and explore. 
This includes any activity that 
stimulates a young child’s senses 
– touch, smell, taste, movement, 
balance, sight and hearing.

From left: Rendani Guduni 
and Kershaan Nike

From left: Keirissa Elbourne, Minenhle Mbambo 
and Maddison Scott

Fortuna AshamoUnder the sea

Chantal Marcus (teacher) and  Samela Mankebe (assistant) reading to 
Brayden Kammies, Xan Vickers, Munei Thandavhathu and Dhiya Govender.

Sensory play is fun.

Learning while playing. Sensory play with jelly.

Elri Wittstock (Group 2) enjoying 
sensory play with coloured wool.

Tarien Brand (Group 2) with 
her hands in a paint bowl.

CURRO
CASTLE  

SITARI ‘Farming’ in the city

A dentist is not scary after all
On Thursday, 7 June 2018, as the children arrived at school, a dentist’s chair awaited them. A 
dentist’s chair, wait, that is not a good surprise and rather frightening!

But, before the fear could properly set in the children were greeted by Snuggle Bum and learnt all 
about how fun dentist visits could be.

Snuggle Bum introduced everyone to 
three aliens, Jinktebites, Painosaurus 
and Decay. The children helped the 
friendly dentist to find them and learnt 
about how healthy foods chased them 
away.

Together with Snuggle Bum, the children 
chose healthy foods and learnt a new 
way of brushing their teeth – they now 
have a fun song to sing while brushing!

Thanks to Snuggle Bum and the friendly 
dentist, the children now have fun 
brushing their teeth and are not afraid 
of the dentist’s chair any longer.

Stars at Curro Castle Sitari had a very exciting time. One of 
their themes was ‘farm animals and farm products’, which 
was discussed in class on a daily basis. Children enjoyed 
making farm animal crafts, listening to farm stories and even 
identifying animal sounds played in class. Stars had the op-
portunity to spend some time with all kinds of farm animals 
when they visited the school. They had a chance to hold 
them, feed them and even brush some of them. The stars 
particularly enjoyed feeding carrots and lettuce to the rabbits 
and guinea pigs while watching the geese, chickens, goat 
and sheep stroll around. This was a great experience.

Andriëtte van Zyl 

Claire Cronin

Ewan Laurie 

Markus Steenkamp

CURRO
CASTLE  

THATCHFIELD

Each child received a book, 
crayons and some tooth-
paste.

The Group 1s learn about teeth.
From left: Charity Makowa (teacher), Rene Withney (owner of 
Sprouting Teeth), Ben Kloppers, Hunter Cowley and Keeya Senoge 
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CURRO
CASTLE  

WESTBROOK

Messy, but meaningful play

Employees of 
the future

Groups 2 to 5 classes enjoyed a multisensory messy play session. They played with mud, water, glitter 
shaving cream and pom-pom jelly. They also tasted squishy avocado and banana, sour lemon and 
sweet strawberry.

Leo Serrao
From left: Connor Oliphant, 
Kiyan van Heerden and
Endinako Sodladla

Connor Doubell From left: Leane le Roux, Mianke le 
Roux and Jean-Rae Meiring

The boys and girls at the Castle had so 
much fun pretending what they would 
like to be when they grow up! ‘When 
I grow up, I would like to be a ...’ The 
children also enjoyed an educational 
talk about doctors. There are clearly 
many different future occupations to 
explore. Watch this space!

From left: Nikhil Naran, Sophie Sternberg, 
Connor Norris, Adelyn Ross and Sofia 
Boretti all dressed up for their future 
occupation 

CURRO
CASTLE  

WILGEHEUWEL

Stimulating the senses

The Castle had a sensory play week from 23 to 27 July 2018 and the children had an absolute blast discovering all the new 
colours, textures, tastes, smells, and sounds.

Stimulating the senses helps children develop thinking, language, social-emotional, and physical skills. Through sensory play, 
children explore and naturally use scientific processes while they play, investigate, create and discover new sensations.

Stella Hendry (Group 1.5)

Joshua Swanepoel (Group 1.5)

Skyla Lapidoth (Group 1.5)

Group 5 learners 
making handprints.

 Ella-Paige Fowle 
(standing) with 

Siphosethu Gabela 
and Sadie Eustace 

(teacher).

Group 5 children getting 
their hands dirty with 

paint.
Back: Tyler Smith 

Middle: Siphosethu 
Gabela

Front: Jaden van der 
Westhuizen
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Annual sports day 
fun at the Castle

Sports day at the Castle is an annual highlight. This year, the sports day took place in April and all 
of the children and teachers participated and celebrated the theme of healthy living. Everyone 
enjoyed relay races of shopping for healthy foods, matching fruits and vegetables and recycling. Life 
skills were learnt, all while having fun.  

In August the Grade R children enjoyed a whole class rotation system of physical activities, 
encouraging teamwork as a class and in pairs. They explored various skills – bat and ball, hockey, 
tug of war and even rugby.

CURRO
CASTLE  
AURORA

BOOMBOOM
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Kahontle Mthimkhulu-Motoung 
(Group 5) in action during the relay race.

Ball skills and working together.Tug of war during the Grade R sports day.

Getting active
The annual sports day took place in August and parents came in their masses to support the Curro 
Castle Bankenveld stars from Group 1 to Group 5. The weather was magnificent and the day was 
a huge success. 

‘Today was good, today was fun. Tomorrow is another one.’ – Dr Seuss

CURRO
CASTLE  
BANKENVELD

Makanaka Chidongo 
on the balance beam.

Milan Brummer’s 
face says it all. Tshiamo Motau flew over the Lego bricks.

sport

From left: Tyler Albrecht, Luther Terblanche and Kai Jordan

CURRO
CASTLE  
BRACKENFELL

CURRO
CASTLE  
CENTURY CITY

CURRO
CASTLE  
ECO KIDZ

Egg-and-spoon race

Pirates and play

Big walk – Comrades 
Marathon prerace 

During the course of the September holidays there were lots of fun activities planned for the stars. 
One of these activities was the egg-and-spoon race.

The stars thoroughly enjoyed the friendly competition amongst themselves and other classes. Some 
classes had their faces painted in their class colour, some had handmade pom-poms to help cheer on 
their friends and spirit chants could be heard all over the school.  

There was so much excitement and anticipation revolved around the race that some of the teachers 
and assistants opted to join in on the fun too!

Curro Castle Century City enjoyed a fun-filled sports day combined with their annual pirates day. 
The children looked great and everyone enjoyed the activities of the day.

Everyone enjoyed the annual big walk. 
The participants went all the way up 
Polly Shortts and had a rest at the 
Drummond cul-de-sac before they 

headed down Fields Hill and back to school. In true Comrades 
spirit the comradery was strong, with the older kids encouraging 
each other and the little ones to carry on. 

Group 4E1 Orange Stars

Castle pirates looked amazing.Everyone joined in the fun.Jumping castles and other 
fun acticities were on offer.

Bursting with pride for having finished the big walk –
showing off their medals and enjoying an ice lolly.

Groups 2 and 3 children at the starting line 
with Teacher Inge, excitement is in the air.

From left: Skai Nathaniel, Pippa Sutherland, 
Rebecca Aitken and Seth Norquoy

Zoe Strachan (teacher) with 
Miya-Leigh Morkel, Lucie 
Flamand and Luke Klusener.

From left: Ben Strydom, Zach Reddy, 
Kayla Ansell and Anke Jansen van Vuuren
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On your marks, get set, go!

Health and fitness day – Curro active

Curro Castle eco kidz had their first sports day this year and the children each took part in a running race followed by a sprint. 
After all the fun, everyone received a biscuit medal which was delicious.

The Group 4s discovered that there is fun in being fit and active. They are future Olympians.

Max Allan crossing the finish line.

Grade Rs racing to get their bucket boogie completed.

Group 5s in action at the beanbag balance.

The children showing off their skills at 
‘tjokker’ athletics.
From left: Sophia Barnard, Schalk 
Huysamen and Sebastian Hagendoorn

Having a rest in the shade.

Thomas Venter having 
fun with a hula hoop.

CURRO
CASTLE  

HERITAGE HOUSE

CURRO
CASTLE  
LANGEBAAN

‘Tjokker’ athletics
Each year the children participate in ‘tjokker’ athletics. Group 2 to Grade R children participate in 
this fun-filled day and parents are also invited to participate. The children and their parents dressed 
according to their house colours. Medals were given to all the little stars who participated in this 
event. It was a great day.

Children jumping hurdles at ‘tjokker’ athletics.

A fun-filled event.

The finish line.

Mr Eddie Conradie (Executive Head) 
encouraging the children.

From left: Declan Williams and Liam Govender From left: Luke Marrenbane and Liam Govender A future gymnast, Dineo Masilo.

CURRO
CASTLE  
MOUNT RICHMORE

Colour run fun

Sports day

An explosion of colour and 
shouts of joy was just the be-
ginning of Curro Castle Mount 
Richmore’s exhilarating colour 
run. The little stars, all dressed 
in white shirts and shorts, hap-
pily ran through obstacles and 
colour stations. The teachers 
loved showering the stars with 
bright colours. 

Sports day was an exciting and energetic day. The Castle stars ran, jumped and balanced with glee. Each class sported their 
colour T-shirts with pride and joy. Castle parents thoroughly enjoyed the time spent out in the sun on the main field, watching 
their little stars’ shine. 

From left: Lara Hopkins (teacher), Liam Hopkins, 
Rayne Bryant, Chantelle Smith (teacher), Macario 
Haripersadh, Mia Bartels, Sadie Slabbert and 
Luthando Nyanda

Group 3 Silver Stars waiting to get to the 
starting blocks.

Silver Stars waiting at the starting line. 

Ready, steady, go for Group 5.

Teacher Kotie’s orange class.

Group 3 Golden Stars ready for action!

Emelia Fountain enjoying the fun.

Lara Hopkins (teacher) showering the Group 5s 
with pink powder paint.

From left: Anke van Staden, Chantelle 
Smith (teacher) and Liam Hopkins

Group 5 Green Stars ready to 
tackle the colour run.
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CURRO
CASTLE  
ROODEPLAAT

Talent, laughs and spirit
The children practised tirelessly for their athletics day held on 7 September. They concentrated very 
hard to keep their balance just before the whistle blew. But once it went off, it was fun!

The parents cheered with so much enthusiasm and energy; several 2017 records were broken.  

The Castle had chocolate medals specially made by Ile de Chocolat for the prize-giving ceremony. 
Once the mommies found out that they could win a connoisseur medallion, there were lots of entries 
for the 100-metre race for the moms. 

It was a lovely day with lots of talent, laughs and spirit.

The Group 3 track event with Zinhle Mabena, Chevelle Campbell, Avah Whelan, 
Mijanke Botes and Bothlale Makambeni giving their best.

Winners with their medals
From left: Xian van Wyk and Steyn Botha

Roné Niewoudt
From left: Emily Oliver, Lari Greeff, Benjamin 
Jelbert, Zane Bedeker, Malak Fleet and 
Maddison Mckellar Thompson

From left: Amber Power 
and Caleb Naidoo

Alexander Boesak with his 
father and grandfather.

CURRO
CASTLE  

SECUNDA

Fun in the sun

Athletics stars

Each year the Castle holds an athletics 
day for all the children from Group 2 to 
Group 5. It is lots of fun for young and 
old as the parents also take part in the 
relay race.

Groups 3 to 5 enjoyed their first athletics day on Friday, 2 February 2018. They had yellow, red and 
blue teams participating. Each little star received a medal for participating

CURRO
CASTLE  

SITARI

Parents and other family members joined in the wheelbarrow push. 
From left: Zayden Lindeque and Luan Cawood in Group 3

Mvelo Ngwenya (left) and 
Cebo Mbakaza (right) in Group 
5 running in the relay race.

Determined Blake Afikander balancing a 
beanbag on his head whilst running his race. 

Speedy Hanro van der Walt sprinting 
to the finish line. 

Running hurdles

Early in the morning, everything 
is packed out and ready.

Each child received a medal 
for participating.

CURRO
CASTLE  

WESTBROOK

Showing some skills
The Castle held their annual sports day in February. The day started off with a few fun races where 
learners had to perform races with different items. The Group 1s had a pram dash, Group 2 had a one-
wheel race, Group 3 had to balance a ball, Group 4 enjoyed a bike race, Group 5 had a beanbag race 
and the Grade Rs participated in a sack race. The learners all enjoyed a picnic lunch with their parents 
on the field. The sprint races were next and all the learners were filled with adrenalin! The highlight was 
the moms’ and dads’ races as they all put their feet into first gear and sprinted away! Everyone enjoyed 
a wonderful sports day.

CURRO
CASTLE  
MOUNT RICHMORE

Tour de Castle
This was a bicycle ride of adventure and fun to encourage the young and the free to be outside and 
active. The Castle wanted to embrace the sport of the community – cycling. It was also an opportunity 
to encourage family activity and participation – with ‘old-school’ riding. The Castle stars loved riding 
through the mud over little hills and through the obstacles on their bikes, scooters and tricycles.

Rayne Bryant

John OlujobiDeclan Harvey

From left: Megan Bezuidenhout 
and Kwandiswa Mabuza

From left: Ruben van der Merwe, 
Emma Loftus and Matthew Loftus

Community cycling spirit in action. A primary 
school cycling team member helping a 
Castle star through the mud.

Cecilia Meyer

Happy-go-lucky Logan 
Bezuidenhout jumping in 
his sack to the end. 
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A Cultural Celebration

Around 
the world 
at the 
Castle

Curro Castle Bryanston’s school concert, A Cultural Celebration, showed them visit fourteen countries 
around the world to demonstrate this multicultural school. A concert like this teaches children to see 
the world beyond themselves and to understand their personal heritage. This also helps to develop 
auditory, language, movement, concentration, social and emotional skills. The children are smart, 
unique, beautiful, confident and diverse and a joy to teach! 

It was an unforgettable experience as the teachers and children took everyone on this journey, all in 
one special morning! The concert did a lot for the community of Curro Castle Bryanston because it 
was a collaborative celebration. Well done!

Curro 
Castle 
Century 
City had 
an ‘around 
the world’ 
event 
where the 
children 
were 
introduced 
to different 
languages, 
food and 
cultures.

CURRO
CASTLE  
BRYANSTON

Some of the Group 5s visited India.
From left: Ashvik Rutthan, Siyanda Mdlalose, 
Kopano Mofokeng and Mikael  Rwamuningi 

From left: Declan Malan (Group 2), Liam Chetty (Group 5) and Atlehang Motloung (Grade R) 

Welcome to Texas! 
Qhayiya Maseko (Group 5) 
demonstrating the line dance 

Group 5s beating on drums and sharing a little 
rhythm,  Jamaican style.  From left: Xinya Li, 
Jasmine Frankie and Milan Ramjee  

CURRO
CASTLE  
CENTURY CITY

Katherine Rowan 
(teacher) taking 
the Group 5s on 
a trip to France.

Teacher 
Nozome 
Simon’s 

Group 
4 class 

explored 
Italy.

Proudly South African day  
‘I am African not because I was born in Africa but because Africa was born in me.’ – Kwame Nkrumah 

Monday, 24 September 2018 was Heritage Day and Curro Castle Douglasdale celebrated South 
Africa’s heritage with a dazzling panache that has become a trademark of the school. There was 
dance (vosho), laughter, delicious food and good fellowship. Thank you to the transformation 
team, the dedicated parents and staff for their support. Everyone who shares in this vibrant and 
diverse school is cherished. 

CURRO
CASTLE  
DOUGLASDALE

Front, from left: Paige 
Lopes and Mia Lobban 
Back, from left: Angie 

Bezuidenhout (Grade R 
teacher) and Sonja Davie 

(Head of Castle)  

Teacher Schelter in the Tiny Stars classroom. 

Monique Davids (teacher) taught 
her Grade R class more about 
South Africa.
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Castle children 
gone wild 

Rewind with Curro Castle Krugersdorp 

Culture 
day

The Castle had their annual concert in 
September with a jungle theme and 
the children were excellent. Everyone 
enjoyed this special event. Curro 
Castle Heuwelkruin is excited for next 
year’s concert!

Curro Castle Krugersdorp held a concert with 230 children from Group 2 to Group 5. The theme was 
‘Rewind’ and the children entertained the audience with music and dance steps from various eras.

The Castle celebrated a culture day with a bit of a difference. They chose cultures from around the world 
and the children could experience their food and drinks, clothes and lifestyle. They also made passports so 
they could travel.

CURRO
CASTLE  
HEUWELKRUIN

CURRO
CASTLE  
KRUGERSDORP

Eben Smith is a young star.

Matthew Whitlow and Oresiametse ThlatsiDeante James and Alivia Nel

Brooklyn Rathman (left) and Thoriso Malatji 
(right) showing their moves in the wild.

From left: Gerda Lohrentz (teacher) and Asande Mashinini

Learning about France.

Group 5 concert
Curro Castle Hazeldean had their Group 5 concert on Thursday, 13 September 2018. The theme 
was:  ‘fairy “tails”/stories met ’n stertjie’. The learners and parents enjoyed every moment. Little 
Red Riding Hood made her appearance in the different fantasies. It was a night filled with laughter, 
bright costumes, and beautiful decor. The teachers and teacher assistants were responsible for the 
storyline, the choreography of the movements and the designing and building of the decor. 

CURRO
CASTLE  
HAZELDEAN

The wolwes and pigs of the Penguin class. 
From left: Adriaan Buitendag, Gerber de 
Villiers, Karla Groenewald and Imke du Plessis

Curro Castle Hazeldean’s Group 5 learners performing on the stage.

The Gnome class’s Little Red Riding Hood and 
her hero. From left: Jemané Niemandt and 
Alexander Saunders  

The Dalmatian class’s gummy bears. 
From left: Ross Rollandi, Mila Kritzinger, 
Thoriso Mashabela and Tristan Naidoo  

Orators of 
the future 

The Castle is very proud of its Afrikaans speech choir, consisting of Group 5 children, who 
competed against Grade R children. They received a platinum certificate at the RACA Eisteddfod 
and a junior diploma at the National Eisteddfod Academy (NEA).

The Afrikaans speech choir. Proud of their achievements.
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Kleuterzone 

Around the 
world

On 14 March 2018 the children participated in Kleuterzone. The theme was ‘sea’. With upbeat 
songs, the children enjoyed themselves and after the concert, Curro Castle Langebaan was invited 
to participated in the Western Cape Kleuterzone championship. Groups 4 and 5 as well as Grade R 
children were selected to participate in Belville.

The day ended with a big bang with 
Group 4 and Grade R receiving the 
award for best interaction and Group 5 
the award for best humour.

The winner of the Western Cape Kleuter
zone championship was Grade R, with 
Kurt Darren’s ‘Kaptein (span die seile)’.

The concert this year was called Countries Around the World. This event took place on Friday,  
14 September 2018 and what a wonderful, fun-filled event it turned out to be! The main aim of this 
long-anticipated annual event is for all the children to freely express themselves through the art of 
music and dance and for them to learn through their experiences. The fantastic children certainly 
did just that and had a lot of fun along the way. Such superstars!

The concert would not have been possible without the hard work and dedication of the wonderful 
group of teachers and assistants. Much time and effort went into making this production possible 
and Curro Castle Serengeti could not be prouder of this remarkable team. 

CURRO
CASTLE  
LANGEBAAN

CURRO
CASTLE  
SERENGETI

Kleuterzone championship 2018.

First place
From left: Anna-Maree Victor, 
Zanél van Rensburg and Marlene 
van Zyl

Ascension Day

Music trivia

Ascension Day was celebrated at the Castle on Thursday, 10 May 2018 with everyone dressed in 
white and blue. The children enjoyed the morning watching a puppet show presented by some of 
the teachers.

Great excitement kicked in as the puppet show was based on the celebration of Jesus going up 
to heaven. Children were able to be interactive during the show and learnt about love, patience, 
kindness and happiness.

The show ended with all receiving an apple with a Bible verse on a little flag!

 The Castle hosted their second annual music trivia quiz night in June at the St George’s Park Union 
Cricket Club. The trivia evening which was hosted by Triple M Productions, was a fantastic opportunity 
for a night out and was filled with musical fun and madness. 

There were 12 rounds of music trivia and each table worked as a team. Each team also had to come 
up with a name for their table. There were prizes for the loudest table, quietest table and the table 
with the best name. Congratulations to the Supernovas who won the main prize, wine in a box. It was 
definitely a night to treasure forever. Until next year!  

CURRO
CASTLE  
THATCHFIELD

CURRO
CASTLE  
WESTBROOK

Fruit bowl to represent the fruits of the spirit.

The Supernovas who won the main prize of the evening.

Anel van den Berg (teacher) from Group 2 led the 
puppet show with prayer and a message.

One of the teams having some fun at the music trivia.
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Santa Shoebox 
Project

The Santa Shoebox Project collects and distributes gifts for 
underprivileged children throughout South Africa.

The parents generously contributed and pledged items towards 
the Santa shoeboxes. The specially-made shoeboxes were 
delivered at the Wellington drop-off point where a team of 
volunteers will distribute the shoeboxes.

Curro Castle Brackenfell is making little hearts happy this 
Christmas!

Blind 
buddy 
day 
2018

Curro Castle Durbanville showed its solidarity and support with the blind or visually 
impaired community by wearing their blind buddy day stickers on 25 May 2018.

The Group 4 and 5 learners enjoyed a very special visit earlier from some of the 
learners and teachers from The League of Friends of the Blind (LOFOB) preschool.  

During their visit, the learners and teachers from LOFOB demonstrated to the Castle 
learners what the world ‘looks’ and ‘feels’ like through the eyes of a blind or visually 
impaired child.  In a very interactive session, the Group 4s and 5s participated in 
several fun educational and sports-related activities alongside the learners of LOFOB. 
Some of the Castle learners were blindfolded at times to experience what the added 
challenge of limited vision feels like.

An unforgettable connection between the learners from both schools was made that day.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

From left:  Mr Henk Weyers (Executive Head), Santa Shoebox Project 
volunteers, Mrs Jolanthe Lourens (Head of Castle) and Mrs Mercia 
Addinall (Marketer)

CURRO 
CASTLE  
BRACKENFELL

The drop-off point 
in Wellington. 

pop mix
pop mix
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FUN

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Castle children with the teddy bears 
From left: Tshepang Malete, Boleng Malete and Rearabetswe Baloyi

CURRO 
CASTLE  
DURBANVILLE

Teddy 
bear’s 
picnic

The Castle children and their parents were invited to a teddy bear’s 
picnic on Wednesday, 12 September 2018. The entrance fee was to 
bring a teddy bear to be donated to a local children’s home. This was 
a very successful outreach project by the Castle teachers and children.

This also created an opportunity, not only for the children but for the 
Castle parents as well, to get to know one another. Everyone thoroughly 
enjoyed the day and many new friendships were built. 

‘If you go out in the woods today, 
you’re sure of a big surprise …’

Mandela Day

The children of 
Curro Castle eco kidz 
celebrated Mandela 
Day by visiting Ithemba 
Labasha, a local school, 
and treating them to a 
lovely lunch. 

Everyone at eco kidz 
contributed towards the 
completion of the Madiba 
masterpiece. Lots of little 
pieces of paper were 
torn and pasted to make 
the face of Mandela. 
This piece of art was sold 
at the art exhibition in 
September for R3 000.  

The children of eco kidz celebrating Mandela Day  

CURRO 
CASTLE  
ECO KIDZ

CURRO 
CASTLE  
KLERKSDORP

The Castle learners experiencing walking with a blind 
person’s walking stick with The League of Friends of the 
Blind facilitator making sure there is no peeking.

A group of the Castle’s children building puzzles 
blindfolded in order to experience the world 
from a blind learner’s perspective.

All the teddy bears enjoying the picnic
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A helping hand

Supporting 
Huis van 
Heerde Bottle cap 

competition

Miss United 
Nations – a 
beacon of 
hope

As part of the Castle’s outreach 
project children collected warm 
jackets and non-perishable food 
for delivery to the Cradle of Hope 
in Krugersdorp. 

Each year Curro Castle Langebaan undertakes to 
participate in a social project. This year the school 
supports the Huis van Heerde Children’s Home in 
Moorreesburg and the Solidarity Helping Hand’s 
branch in Saldanha.

The goal was to gather different products/items dur-
ing the second and third term of the year. At the be-
ginning of the fourth term these products/items were 
handed over to Huis van Heerde to support disad-
vantaged children.

Curro Westbrook was 
second in the bottle cap 
collection competition 
in March 2018. Their 
queen-sized bench has 
arrived and weighs 65 
kg, which is equivalent 
to the amount of bottle 
caps they collected. 
Thank you to The Castle 
is grateful to all the 
parents for their support 
and contributions.Danica Barnard, the lovely Miss United Nations 

and an assistant at Curro Castle, has a long 
history of community involvement. She has a 
passion for children, especially children with 
special needs or from different backgrounds. 
For her year of reign, she will continue 
focussing on CANSA and the Ethan Project 
(children with special needs). She is involved in 
a lot of local upliftment ventures. Danica also 
run a modelling school, where she focuses on 
the upliftment of girls from the community. She 
believes that every girl deserves the opportunity 
to have a dream for a bright future. Girls are 
being taught life skills like public speaking, 
grooming, confidence and some modelling 
skills. Danica’s dream is to inspire the youth 
to get involved with their community and be 
actively part of change and the solution to the 
country’s future.

Warm jackets for the Cradle of Hope

CURRO 
CASTLE  
KRUGERSDORP

CURRO 
CASTLE  
LANGEBAAN

CURRO 
CASTLE  
MOSSEL BAY

Supporting Huis van Heerde in Moorreesburg 
From left: Maudy Morkel, Adéle Nysschens, Karen van Bosch (manager at 
Huis van Heerde), Anna-Maree Victor, Nadine Alley and Zanél van Rensburg

Recycling 
day

Curro Castle Secunda cares for the environment! The school held a recycle day 
where they requested all the parents to send their recyclable material to school. 
The children then made as many useful and fun objects as they could.

Danika Barnard, handing 
out goodies to the Mossel 
Bay municipal workers. 

It takes concentration to make art
Nonhle Dhlamini (Group 5)

Mikhenso Siboyi (Group 5) 
cares about the environment

Teacher Charity Majola (Group 5) made her 
own guitar from recyclable material

CURRO 
CASTLE  
SECUNDA

CURRO 
CASTLE  
WESTBROOK

Casual 
Day 

Curro Castle Krugersdorp supported a school 
for the physical disabled on the Wes Rand 
as part of their Casual Day celebrations. 
Everyone got to dress up as super hero to fit in 
with the casual day theme for 2018

Bonolo Motshongane

Leo Bogdanovic as Superman 
and Donné Koekemoer as 
Wonder Woman

Danika Barnard, making a 
child’s dream a reality.

All seated on their 
new bench. 
Back, from left: Kai 
Sieberhagen and Mrs 
Corlia Kemp, Head of 
Castle Head
Front, from left: 
Inam Mboniswa; SW 
Labuschagne, Lexi 
Woods, Danika Dreyer, 
Blake Afrikander, 
Kareena Chetty
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Why dress-up 
day is smart

Dressing up is not only an incredibly fun activity for 
children, but it is also very important in helping them to 
enhance their vocabulary and build confidence. Learning 
takes place while they are imagining themselves being 
the dress-up character. Various dress-up days took place 
during the year at Curro Castle Bankenveld and great fun 
was had by all.  

Dr Seuss’s words ring true: ‘Fantasy is a necessary ingredient 
in living, it’s a way of looking at life through the wrong end 
of a telescope.’

CURRO 
CASTLE  
BANKENVELD

Day and night theme – the children dressed up for a night at school 
From left: Hunter Brummer and Kito Hlengwa

From left: Ndalonhle Mabena and Kayla 
Mamabolo are ready for night school.

BOOMBOOM

pop mix
pop mix
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FUN OTHER

Wild animals theme
Althea Julius during the animal dress-up day

Amoré Roos is an 
adorable cow.

OTHER

CURRO 
CASTLE  
BRACKENFELL

The school hall during the men’s evening

The first men’s evening was held on Friday, 
14 September 2018. Comedian Barry Hilton 
entertained the men with his funny jokes and witty 
personality. The men also enjoyed a game of poker, 
blackjack and roulette. It was a relaxed evening 
with good music and delicious food.

Comedian 
Barry Hilton

The Castle’s annual tea with the queen was on 23 August 2018. The Group 5 learners came dressed to impress in their royal 
outfits, all looking like princes and princesses. They enjoyed drinking tea and eating treats whilst being introduced by the 
queen, Mercia Addinall, to Mr Weyers, the Executive Head, to welcome them to the ‘big school’. 

This elegant event was also a farewell to the queen, as it was her last event with the Castle. The Group 5 learners are beyond 
excited and cannot wait to go to the primary school.

Group 5 learners are having tea and cupcakes with Mrs Mercia 
Addinall and Mr Henk Weyers in the Cinderella Room.

Tea with the queen

Back: Mrs Mercia Addinall, former queen of Curro Castle Brackenfell.
Front, from left: Zoe Adonis, Mia Douglas, Matthew Blackburn and Ruby Jacobs

OTHER

Men’s evening with Barry Hilton 

From left: 
Mikhail Nel 
and Kyle Tiflin
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Zach Reddy and his dad, Lester

Dads’ 
braai

Great fun was had at the eco kidz annual dads’ braai.

Soccer Starz provided football fun for the dads and their children.

Aiden Sheriff and his dad, Hilton

Dads 
having 
fun with 
Soccer 
Starz 

CURRO 
CASTLE  
ECO KIDZ

Neo Chen and his dad, Da-Junn

Jianna Reddi and her dad, Pezri

Spring 
day 

World 
Wildlife 
Day

Spring was in the air at eco kidz 
and the children sported their 
beautiful spring hats.

On Saturday,  
3 March 2018 eco 
kidz celebrated 
World Wildlife Day 
by having their faces 
painted to represent 
their favourite 
creatures. 

From left: Anke Jansen van Vuuren, 
Pippa Sutherland and Emily Roberts

Teacher 
Carol (Head 
of Castle) 
with Teacher 
Cheryl’s Group 
5 class. Happy 
World Wildlife 
Day everyone!

From left: Ben Strydom 
and Kayla Ansell

Owami Ngidi has the 
right attitude for spring

From left: Harper Edwards, 
Hollie Smith, Zoe Blanche, 
and Aaliya Singh

Teacher Jo Illing 
painting Olwethu 
Khumalo
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All grown up Family spring day
Castle learners came to 
school dressed like a family 
member.

Curro Helderwyk hosted their first family spring day, where all 
learners dressed to a theme and competed in a soapbox derby.

CURRO 
CASTLE  
HELDERWYK

Spring and
grandparents’
day

True to the Hermanus weather, spring day was 
wet and cool. But nothing could put a damper 
on the excitement of the children to have their 
families and grandparents join them for the 
spring picnic. The school was a splash of colour 
and filled with the joy of children’s voices.

Hermanus values the role of grandparents 
in the lives of their precious children. 
Grandparents have the opportunity to leave 
a legacy of good values and unconditional 
love as the greatest gift to their grandchildren. 
They can offer companionship and time and 
a listening ear. Family traditions can be passed 
on with lots of patience and wisdom.

Thank you to all the wonderful grandparents 
out there!

Even Group 3 learner Oliver De Gouveia insisted in riding in the 
soapbox derby.

From left: Nathan Haderegazi 
and Marry Ferdco

Splishy-splashy entertainment

All 
grown 
up

Splishy-splashy entertainment
Playing outside is an integral part of learning and growing, play makes learning all the more 
fun. The children had fun splishing and splashing in the water and did all sorts of activities.

From left: 
Yadhvi Vandayar 
and Sayuri 
Subramanien

CURRO 
CASTLE  
HERITAGE HOUSE

CURRO 
CASTLE  
HERMANUS

From left: Nicole de Beer (teacher), Enid de Beer, Blaine 
de Beer, Allan de Beer and Dorothy Gerber (teacher)

Grandparents’ 
day

Fun day 

Grandparents’ day is 
always an exciting day 
for the children and staff. 
On this day the princes 
and princesses can spend 
a morning with their 
grandparents in their 
classes. All grandparents 
came dressed according 
to the theme, The Great 
Gatsby. They were spoilt 
with nice gifts and lots of 
snacks and drinks.  

Curro Castle Hazeldean’s children participated in various activities 
on 20 September 2018. The children, parents, grandparents and 
staff enjoyed every moment of it. They started the morning with 
a few songs as well as the Castle’s very own ‘war cry’. Then the 
children moved to different stations and the classes rotated between 
these stations. There was a station for soccer, water balloons, 
wheelbarrow race, potato race, tug of war and an obstacle course. 
The children were exhausted at the end of an eventful day, and 
everyone was rewarded with a yummy chocolate medal. 

CURRO 
CASTLE  
GEORGE

CURRO 
CASTLE  
HAZELDEAN

Kea Deal’s grandparents 
dressed accordingly 

Lian Hatting and his grandma 
enjoy playing with play dough.

Grandparents of the Purple 
Stars having fun with the 
children.

The Group 4s are ready to 
sing their Castle song. 

The table is set …  
for chocolate medals. 

Group 3s ready to start 
with the activities.

Group 4s lined up 
for the tug of war. 

Joshua van Wyk busy to 
complete the obstacle course.

Christopher Muzungo 
and Logan Buckley 
enjoying the potato race. 
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CURRO 
CASTLE  
HILLCREST

Castle market

Wheels 
day

The Castle campus was abuzz with activity on Saturday, 1 September 2018. An enter prising group of 
moms pio neered a market day. Dads played with the children on the playground while the moms had 
a ‘peaceful’ shopping expe rience on the new field.

Goods on sale were of the highest quality and beautiful baked goodies were donated by the parents.

What a wonderful way to showcase the school to the wider community. 

Curro Castle Hillcrest celebrated the opening of their new cycle track with a wheels day on Saturday, 
5 May 2018. Riders and their ‘wheels’ were brightly and imaginatively decorated. The children 
thoroughly enjoyed zooming around the track to see how many laps they could complete in their 
allotted times. Parent involvement was key to the success of this event and provided an opportunity 
for the families to get to know one another better.

Delicious home-made treats were 
donated for the tea garden.

Most of the items on sale were 
focused around moms and children

The keen 
cyclists 
were 
raring to 
go to try 
out their 
new track.

Fun in 
their very 
own car 
wash

Zoe Myburgh doing as 
many laps as she can.

Special tea 
for the ones 
in charge

The children of Curro 
Castle Klerksdorp invited 
the Executive Head, 
Jacques Nel, and the 
Head of Primary School, 
Robert Marcus, for a ‘tea’. 
The purpose of this event 
was for the children to 
interact with them and 
to get to know them. 
The two leaders had to 
join the children when 
they performed their 
theme song and everyone 
thoroughly enjoyed the 
morning. 

Jacques Nel 
(Executive 
Head) and 
Robert 
Marcus (Head 
of Primary 
School) were 
up for the 
challenge and 
performed the 
theme song.

Having fun 
with the 
children

Smiles all 
around

Children of Curro Castle Klerksdorp 
enjoying the day with their moms.

The children entertained 
their parents.

Mother’s Day 
celebrations 
at the Castle

On Friday, 11 May 2018 the Castle and Grade R children celebrated 
Mother’s Day with a high tea. Mothers and children were very excited 
to spend the day together at school. The children entertained their 
parents by performing a few items.  

Hand-made gifts by the children formed part of the day and were 
a pleasant surprise for the mothers, who were very proud of their 
princes and princesses. 

CURRO 
CASTLE  
KLERKSDORP

37CURRO 2018 | OTHER | WWW.CURRO.CO.ZA36 CURRO 2018 | OTHER | WWW.CURRO.CO.ZA



Fathers’ 
fun day

Grandparents’ day

A visit from the fire brigade

Curro Castle Klerksdorp’s chil d-
ren invited their dads to enjoy a 
fun-filled day with them. Fathers 
formed teams with their children 
and had to participate in sports 
activities like tug of war, three-
legged races and egg races. 

It was an ideal opportunity for 
fathers and their children to spend 
some quality time together! At the 
end of the day the dads had more 
fun than the children participating 
in the different activities!

The Castle and Grade R children had their grandparents enjoy 
a day at school with them. Grandparents were entertained 
with a few items performed by the Group 5s and Grade Rs. 
Afterwards, everyone enjoyed a few snacks.

It was a special occasion and the grandparents could enjoy a 
day with their grandchildren. Grandparents came from as far 
as Lesotho to support their grandchildren!

The children had the opportunity to experience a visit from the local 
fire brigade and they were entertained with the different equipment 
used to save people and extinguish fires. The purpose of the visit was 
to make the children aware of what the fire brigade does and what 
role they play in the community. They had a very informative demon-
stration and the children thoroughly enjoyed it. Needless to say, after 
the event every child wanted to become a firefighter one day!

CURRO 
CASTLE  
KLERKSDORP

Future firefighters enjoying 
the demonstration.

A three-
legged 
race is not 
that easy.

Showing 
their 
strength 
in tug of 
war.

Firefighters 
showing the 
children what they 
are all about.

Better not 
drop the 
egg. 

Amore Arends is enjoying the company of her grandparents (Edwin 
and Susan Arends) at Curro Castle Klerksdorp’s grandparents’ day.

Grandparents enjoyed the children’s performance.

The children were excited to see their grandparents.

The reception looked amazing

Up-themed birthday party 

Daniël Zaayman enjoying some treats

Mobile zoo

Castle’s 
birthday

The mobile zoo visited the Castle as part 
of the Castle’s zoo theme. There were lots 
of animals and the children loved to be in-
volved. 

The Castle had its third birthday on 1 September 2018. The theme was UP, 
and up everyone went. The party was great and the cake delicious. Each child 
received a party box and a cupcake. They had great fun and enjoyed the day. 

CURRO 
CASTLE  
KRUGERSDORP

CURRO 
CASTLE  
LANGEBAAN

JP Kritzinger

From left: Elzette van der Merwe, Gerda Lohrentz, Monique Scholtz 
and Deirdre Petersen (teacherss)

Up-themed birthday party 

Left group:
Front, from left: Michael van der Merwe, Jai Hart and Seth Domorog
Back, from left: Ruby Prodhle, Simeon Meyer and Juandré Louw
Right group:
Front, from left: Tristan Oostuizhen and Lily Dwyer
Back, from left: Beydon George, Nicholas Loots and Abigail Barnard 

Happy birthday, Curro Castle Langebaan!

39CURRO 2018 | OTHER | WWW.CURRO.CO.ZA38 CURRO 2018 | OTHER | WWW.CURRO.CO.ZA



From left: Rayne Bryant, Allesandro Ciocca and Josh Jameson

Beach visit on World Oceans Day 
World Oceans Day is an exciting day to celebrate the ocean and to raise awareness of the growing 
need to protect the oceans’ animals and plant life.

The Castle celebrated the day at school by dressing up for World Oceans Day. The Group 5s went 
to Thompsons Beach in Salt Rock to picnic, play and discover. Each learner was asked to collect 
plastic pollution from the beach to bring home and dispose of correctly.

CURRO 
CASTLE  
MOUNT RICHMORE

Thando Khumalo

Bianca Shackleford

Emma Jacobs

Richard White

Liam Potgieter

Onesu Nxongo and Ava Wilson

Nomaswazi Bambo, McKenzie Mitchell and Kylie Walker From left: Dadawele Fihlani, Meghann Pearce and 
Paulina Phukubje (all teachers) 

Group 4 mermaids and jelly fish

Melokuhle Ngwane and Kwandiswa Mabuza

Mother’s Day in Hawaii
Mother’s Day is a celebration honouring the mother of the 
family and is celebrated in many parts of the world. The Castle 
celebrated it in style with a secret trip to Hawaii. Moms were 
spoilt with delicious snacks and sweet treats, a lei necklace for 
each mom and the most delightful show by the Castle stars. 
After the talented stars sang and danced for their moms, they 
joined in with icing biscuits and getting to know all the moms 
and their stars.

Happy Mother’s Day celebrations

Moms helping to ice biscuits.

Mikayla Strydom 
icing biscuits.

Helen Claassen with her family of five, all at the Castle. 
Front, from left: Anick, Beauden, mom Helen, Teagen and Michael 
Back: ‘Big sister’ Joco

Parent advisory moms 
Aritha Aleka, Nancy Jameson and Candice Anderson

Piper Vernon, Zurika Cloete 
and Zayla Cloete

Group 1 stars 
singing and 
dancing
Front, from 
left: Everly 
Moolman, Ayden 
Shackleford, Emilia 
Fountain and Jack 
Ireland
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Dad’s braai for Father’s Day
Quality time spent with a dad is always cherished and the Castle loves to celebrate their fathers. 
This year the Castle dads were treated to a carnival spirit braai where the children played carnival 
games with their dads and helped them to braai for dinner. Much fun was had by all.

CURRO 
CASTLE  
MOUNT RICHMORE

Rayne and dad Julian Bryant

Danie and Dané Kok

Annebelle en Emmelin with dad Jacobus Botha

Lesedi and dad 
Martin Mofokeng

Isabella and Lilly with dad Hanrich du Plessis
From left: Dadawele Fihlani, Meghann Pearce and 
Paulina Phukubje (all teachers) 

Rochelle van der Merwe playing marble pinball with her dad, Johan.

Onesu, Aneme and dad Mthoko Nxongo

Front, from left: Ricardo Nicholson, Sebastian Bauer and Morgan McIntyre
Back, from left: Bandile Mkhabela, Gabriella Janse van Rensburg, Mika Swart, Zannike Henning, Amahle Phathwa and Tiarra Maugi

Children all 
enjoying the 
different 
tastes.

Celebrating their culture 

Tasting different heritages

Curro Castle Nelspruit celebrated their diverse heritage during one of the themes ‘different cultures 
of the world’. The children loved dressing up and proudly wore their traditional clothing. This was 
a great opportunity to learn more about each other’s cultures and to embrace their differences.

The landscape of South Africa is a colourful tapestry. Oakdene extended the tapestry to Africanism. 
They brought together many African and international countries to celebrate their national heritage. The 
learners were taken on a cultural food-tasting journey to explore the diverse cultures within the Castle. 

They had huge success with flavours from South Africa, India, Asia, Portugal, Nigeria, Congo and Italy. 

CURRO 
CASTLE  
NELSPRUIT

CURRO 
CASTLE  
OAKDENE

Teachers serving their Asian dish. Celebrating South African farmers.

Kyle Lee-Roy Hoffman 
tucked into his 
Nigerian treat.

Nadia Ramela enjoying 
chicken feet.
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Group 4 soft 
bricks and 
shapes

Around the 
campfire

Grateful to our police

The children are learning about shapes and colours while 
balancing on their soft bricks. They have to stay on the line, 
get off, move the brick and see how quick they can complete 
the shape.

While having so much fun they develop inner and outer 
management skills, perceptual skills and learn to focus on 
demand. Throughout the activity, the classmates motivate each 
other by cheering and clapping until completion.

The Castle at Curro Academy 
Sandown kicked its year off 
on a high note. Tineke Kroese, 
Castle Phase Head, jumped 
into weekly themes from day 
one and children enjoyed the 
variety of aspects covered. 

For one of the weekly themes, 
around the campfire, children 
brought sleeping bags, 
tents, pillows and blankets 
and enjoyed a daylight 
outdoor camp at school. 
To highlight this adventure, 
every class roasted their 
own marshmallows on the 
campfire.

The police came to visit the Castle on Friday, 17 August this 
year. The children were dressed according to the theme. 
They even experienced the feeling of being inside the police 
vehicle. They also saw how the dogs are transported in 
vehicles especially designed for them.  

When they threw the thunder flash, everybody got a good 
fright. It was so exciting. The Castle appreciate the hard work 
all the police and fire brigade officers do for the community.

CURRO 
CASTLE  
ROODEPLAAT

CURRO 
CASTLE  
SANDOWN

From left: Leigh-Han Robbertze, Ethan Rautenbach, Nathan 
Mulder, Evan Whelan and Mika Smal

Henry JoosteGroups 2 to 5 attended the visit from 
the police department.

Group 5 boys roasting marshmallow treats
From left: Blaine Sawyer, Jasper Bloem, Aaron 

Abdul and Lutendo Mabila

From left: Liahné van Niekerk, Mika Smal 
and Jacobus van Tonder

One day when I am big … Bothlale 
Makambeni and Alfred Ndanganeni

CURRO 
CASTLE  
SECUNDA

Visit from 
the local fire 
department

The youngest 
ones at the Castle

The local fire department visited Curro Castle Secunda as part of the 
curriculum theme. The children were educated on what it means to be 
a firefighter. They saw all the different fire trucks and emergency vehicles 
and got to wear a real fire-retardant suit.

Curro Castle Secunda is very proud of their baby section. They currently have 60 babies 
ranging from 3 months to 2 years old. Teacher Gerda, who is also a qualified nurse, is the 
head of the baby section and all the babies are definitely in very good hands. They learn 
and play each day by doing a myriad of activities and enjoy socialising. They can even 
relax with a baby massage.

Lukas Bezuidenhout (Group 3) is a 
future firefighter.

Chloé Stokes (Group 3) with a real-life hero.

Mason van Jaarsveld 
having fun with a ball.

Melanie Pieterse is almost 
walking. Sensory play with shaving cream

Ice cream during the October 
holiday programme, what a 
treat! 
From left: Hailey vd Merwe and 
Connor Gow 

Holding the big Lego soft 
blocks is good for developing 
Alistair McLean’s fine motor 
skills and strengthening his 
grip.

Stehan van Wyk (Group 4) is 
ready for action.

Connor 
Martin 
(Group 3) 
spraying 
the 
powerful 
hose.
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Grandparents’ day

Golden oldies

Each year the Castle invites all the grandparents to enjoy a fun-filled day with them. This year the 
day started with cakes and pastries served with tea or coffee and thereafter the grandparents had the 
privilege of doing an art project with their grandchild in the class. This was a day full of golden memories.

The theme of grandparents’ day this year was ‘golden oldies’ and it took place on Friday, 8 June 
2018. Grandparents were taken down memory lane at a special party of the 60s, 70s and 80s.

There were a number of different activities on offer and Curro Castle Serengeti even arranged 
a very special dance floor for the day so that all the grandparents could enjoy music from their 
decade, let their hair down and just have fun with their grandchildren.

CURRO 
CASTLE  
SECUNDA

CURRO 
CASTLE  
SERENGETI

Miera Swanepoel (Group 
5) had a visit from both her 
grandmothers.

Scarlet Coetzee (Group 4) 
showing grandma what to do.

Grandpa does not mind getting his hands dirty while 
doing art with Dihan and Janco Cronjé (Group 2).

The lovely twins, Zoé-Grace and 
Skylar Fourie (Group 5) smiling 
with their grandma.

Stehan van Wyk (Group 4) had a visit 
from both his grandma and grandpa.

Amory Smith (Group 3) 
dressed accordingly.

Una Milondzo (Group 4) with her grannies.

Grandparents enjoying a lovely morning 
of interaction with their grandchildren.

Teachers looking smart 
From left: Bernita de Neker, Mabhali 
Ngewnya and Gloria Thomas

CURRO 
CASTLE  

SITARI

Fathers 
attending 
preschool 
again

The Castle held its first Father’s Day surprise on Friday, 15 June 2018. The 
fathers were invited to come and enjoy a sociable morning with the stars. 
Both the dads and stars were in the classrooms working hard on creating 
an artwork. The morning was a great success and the stars really enjoyed it.

Sitari is grateful to all the fathers for their presence and support during this 
event.

Shaylee Scheffer (Group 4) with her dad. Dads and their daughters doing some fun stuff together.

Azania Madonsela 
(Group 3) with her 
amazing creation.

Oh my hat! Funky hats everywhere …
To celebrate spring day, the classes joined to hold an amazing picnic. 

The cookies, chips and popcorn were shared among all the children and they enjoyed this picnic on the 
Castle’s beautiful playground. The children also had to come and show off the creative and recyclable 
hats that they made with their parents and they could stand a chance to win a mystery surprise! 

The children also learnt how to use their green fingers by planting small plants into pots made of 
recycled materials. Not only were there yummy snacks and a chance to show their creative sides, 
but the children also showed mother earth some love.

CURRO 
CASTLE  
THATCHFIELD

Junior Ndlovu (Group 4) 
showing off his hat.
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CURRO 
CASTLE  
WATERFALL

CURRO 
ROSEN 
CASTLE

A day in 
the life of 
Curro Castle 
Waterfall

Reflecting 
on an 
amazing 
year

At Curro Castle Waterfall children 
experience the magic of childhood 
every day. Here is a look at all the 
fun they had during the year. 

Curro Rosen Castle has enjoyed an exciting year. The children have loved the 
enriched learning environment and the new emphasis on learning through 
experiential play. They have grown together as a family and have enjoyed various 
projects, including sharing water with under-privileged schools and raising funds 
for a variety of outreach projects. A highlight was certainly the staff campout 
at school for the Mandela Day fundraiser. Curro Rosen Castle looks forward to 
2019 and the challenges with building projects and upgrades in store for them. 

From left: Jana de Bod, Cole Tomas, Henry 
Haasbroek, Timothy Stewart, Jean Christiani, 
Iyanna Bangisi and Chloe Roman

Making friends along the way … Children celebrated their parents and grandparents. 

At the Castle they also 
learn a love for books.

You are never to young 
to learn how to recycle. 

Castle fun is … playing with 
water and making bubbles.

Athena Vicquery enjoying 
the experiential play.

From left: Ethan Hira-Evans, Jordan 
van Soest, EJ Mamabolo, Amelie Billson, 
Jumarie van Zyl and Morgan Jacobs

Clayton Noah spending some quality 
time with his son, Alexander Noah.

CURRO 
CASTLE  
WESTBROOK

Father’s Day heroes
Dads play an irreplaceable roll in the lives of their children. To a child there is no one as fast, 
smart, strong or as brave as their superhero dad. The Castle wanted to provide an opportunity 
to all the fathers to spend quality time with their children. They hosted their annual Father’s Day 
celebrations on Saturday, 9 June 2018, on the Castle playground. The dads and children were 
all welcomed with superhero capes and they could choose which superhero they wanted to be 
for the day. They were as smart as Iron Man, as they had to complete their craft activity (a photo 
frame), as fast as Superman, where they had to do some cross-fit training, strong as Hulk, where 
they had to build their own burgers and as brave as Batman to perform the superhero dance! 

From left:  
Mrs Estee Visser, 
Janu Visser and 
Juan Visser all 
being superheroes 
for the day. 

Mother’s Day celebrations at 
Curro Castle Westbrook.

Lexi Woods celebrating Mother’s Day 
with her mother, Sharne Woods.

Antoinette Buchholz and her daughter, 
Riley, doing some creative art together. 

DanceKids performed some 
magical dance moves with all 
the mothers and children. 

Mother’s 
Day at the 
Castle

The Castle also provided an opportunity for moms and their children to spend some quality time 
together and to celebrate their special bond. They hosted their annual Mother’s Day celebrations on 
Saturday, 12 May 2018 at the Castle. The moms did some craft activities with their children. They made 
some jewellery boxes for Mom to keep all her treasures in. They used macaroni, paint, glitter, seeds 
etc. The moms were spoilt with picnic treats and the children also had their own picnic boxes. The fun 
began when they had a surprise visit from a hip-hop dance studio where all the moms and children had 
the opportunity to learn some dance moves. It was a wonderful morning enjoyed by all.

Father’s Day at the Curro Castle was an amazing day. 
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